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long with erafting a balanced budget and grappling

sidering changes in senteneing rules designed to

. : prevent $600 million in new prison

é: % EJR %/‘EEW costs over the next decade. The leg-

islation deserves support.

— Oregon’s prison population has

) _ doubled since 1995. Since 2,000

that population has grown four times faster than the gen:

eral population and the state’s imprisonment rate has in-
creaset’i three times faster than the national average.,

What’s more, ihe prison population is forecast o increase
bg an adghtwnal 2,300 in the next 10 years, A majority
of those inmates will be serving time for nonviolent of-
fenses.

Oregon alree_ndy spends $1.3 billion on prisons every two
years. The projected growth will add $600 miilion in prison
construction and operating costs over the next decade.

Fae_:ed with this reality, Gov. John Kitzhaber appointed a
bublic safety commission to examine solutions. The com-

Measure makes caveful changes to cut
prison costs while making state safer

mission speni more than a year examining Oregon’s prison
system and those of other states, and its findings have led
to a bill now before the Legislature.

The measure would make changes in sentences for care-
fully selected crimes and shift the system’s emphasis from
incarceration to community corrections, drug and meptal
health treatment, and post-prison supervision. l?robatmn,
which has been shown to be effective in preventing repeat
crimes, costs $12 a day, compared with prison costs qf $E_35 a
day. But community corrections funding has been shrinking.
So has funding for mental healih and drug treatment.

The legislation, House Bill 3194, would make 19 policy
changes designed to do a better job of preventing crimi-
nals from reoffending while spending less money._The
measure would reserve prison beds for the most serious,
violent offenders; reduce the time nonviclent inmates

spend behind bars by using proven community correc-
tions programs instead; carefully measure the effective-
ness of those programs; and reinvest the money saved in
coninunify corrections, victims services, law enforcement
and specialty courts,

The more controversial elements involve carefully {ar-
geted changes to a few mandatory minimum sentences
imposed by voters under Measure 11 and lengthy sentences
for some repeat drug offenders under Measure 57.

It’s important to note that nothing in HB 3194 would
shorten the sentence of anyone now in prison or cause
them to be released. It would apply only to sentences im-
posed in the future.

It's also important to know that Oregon is not breaking
new ground with these changes. In fact, it’s playing catch-
up. Other states have successfully made similar changes,
saving taxpayers money while keeping them safer by re-
ducing recidivism.

Among those states is one with a reputation for heing
especially tough on crime: Texas.

with state pension costs, Oregon lawmakers are con-

Scaffolding: Constructing Support

Reason: An appeal to reason is an appeal
to logic. The speaker makes claims and
systematically provides evidence for that
claim.

e Evidence: Information thatleads to a
claim. For example, “last night five
crimes were committed within two
blocks of one another.”

e (laim: The assertion that something
is true. For example, “The crime rate
in our city is escalating dramatically.”

e Elaboration: Examples of or
explanations for the claim. For
example, “The dramatic increase can
be seen by examining the crime rates
in the downtown area over the past
twenty years.”

e Qualifier: A restriction on the claim or
evidence counter to the claim. For
example, “The crime rate has
stabilized in some areas however.
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